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ATLANTA, GEORGIA, October 26, 1871.

WILLIAM HAMPTON MITCHELL (colored) sworn and examined.

By the CHAIRMAN :

Question. State your age, where you were born, and where you now live.

Answer. I am going on forty- seven years old; I was born in Athens, Georgia, and I
now live iu Laurenceville district, Gwmnett County.

Question. Do you know any people in that county called Ku-Klux ?

Answer. Yes, sir
; they said they were.

Question. Where did you see them ?

Answer. I saw them at my house.

Question. When was that ?

Ansiver. That was about the last of May or the first of June last, to the best of my
recollection.

Question. Did they come there walking or riding ?

Answer. They walked up to my house. They hitched their horses about a hundred
yards from the house.

Question. How many were there of them ?

Answer. About eleven.

Question. Tell us what was done and said by them.
Ansiver. When they first came to my house they hollered,

&quot; Open the door
;&quot;

I stepped
to the door to open it, but I did not get a chance to, for they knocked it down and
came in. They asked me if I had a gun, and I said I had. They said,

&quot; Is it loaded?&quot;

I said,
&quot;

Yes.&quot; They took it and set it down by the side of the door. They told me to
kneel down beside the door, and I knelt down. They asked me if that was my house.
I said it was. They called me by my name and said,

&quot; Hampton, is this your house f
I said,

&quot;

Yes, sir.&quot; They then called out Mitchell that is George Mitchell, my son-in-
law. They brushed him out, and gave him a severe whipping, I think about five licks

apiece ;
I think some gave a little more. While they were doing that one of the pri

vates, as we call them, not the captain, beat my wife over the head with a pistol pretty
severely. One of them stepped up and gave me four or five licks with a hickory ;

after
that they called out my father-in-law, Charles Burson, and gave him a severe whip
ping. The captain ordered them to give him five licks apiece. After that. he went
back into my house, and then they called him out again and gave him about the same
amount more. They then told me to go back into the house and shut the door. I
have missed a little. Before that they broke my gun, and then they told me to go
into the house and shut my door, and not open it for three hours. He said,

&quot; If you
do, I will put forty bullets in

you.&quot;
I believe that is about what they did to me.

Question. Did they whip any others f

Ansiver. Yes, sir
; they whipped my son-in-law, George Mitchell, and my father-in-

law, Charles Bursou.

Question. Did they whip any others the same night ?

Answer. They whipped my brother-in-law, Jack Allen, and his son. We were all

living there within hollering distance of each other, you may say. And they whipped
my brother-in-law s wife the same night.

Question. \Vh*at reason did they give for whipping you ?

Answer. I did not ask them that. When they first came to the door they said,
&quot; We

don t expect to trouble you, Hampton ;
we understand you are a fine boy, and attend

to your business.&quot;* I did not think after they talked in that way that they would whip
me, or injure me any way, but they did it, though. While the captain of them was
attending to my son in-law and niy father-in-law, there were two of them who stood

by the door and kept punching me with a pistol about on the forehead and head, till

they made the blood come.
Question. How many blows ?

Ansiver. As well as I recollect there were three blows on my forehead and one on my
head.

Question. How many blows did they give you on your back ?

Answer. About four blows.

Question. What did they whip your son-in-law for?
Answer. They asked him if he worked, and he said he did. They said they thought

he did not, and asked him if he cultivated his land when he had it. He said he did
not have any land, that he hired about. That was the most I know of that they said

they whipped him for.

Question. What did they whip your father-in-law for ?

Answer. They called him out, and said to him, &quot;Have you not. been talking about
the Ku-Klux?&quot; He said that he and Mr. Tanner, of Walton County, had been talking
something concerning the Ku-Klux, bufc that they did nt either of them mean any harm
That is about what they whipped him for, so far as I know.

Question. What did they whip your brother-in-law, Jack Allen, for ?

Ansiver. I suppose they came to him and asked him I did not hear that, but he told
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me so if he had not been stealing corn, and he said he had not. They said, &quot;That is

the report we get, anyhow.&quot; He said that he had not, and it proved that he had not.

Question. What other persons did they whip?
Answer. They whipped his son and his wife.

Question. How old is his son ?

Answer. I do not know.
Question. Was he a man grown?
Answer. Yes, sir; he is a married man.
Question. What did they whip his sou for ?

Answer. I do not think 1 can hardly tell you ;
from what he said to me, I should say

not much of anything.
Question. What did they whip his wife for?
Answer. I am told that they told her that night that she had been knocking about

with other men something in that way. I am told that they throwed that up to her.

Now, I am very well acquainted with her
;
I am his uncle, and I do not know any

thing wrong of him. He is in the ministry, and I thought he had peformed very well,
and his wife, too.

Question, They stand well where they are known ?

Ansicer. Yes, sir.

Question. Were they whipped severely ?

Answer. I think my brother-in-law s son was whipped pretty tremendous bad. That
was on Saturday night that that happened. Saturday evening I had told him to go up
to Lawrenceville to preach that night. He did not, because his wife persuaded him not
to go ;

he staid, and got a whipping. He had fixed up and put on his Sunday clothes,
and his fine shirt, and got ready to go to meeting. He did not go, but still kept on
that shirt. That night, I think they commenced whipping him, standing at his heels,
but the captain ordered them to turn around to his head and whip down toward his heels.
In striking down some of their blows, about the middle of his back, a large piece of his
fine shirt was cut right out. This whipping happened, I reckon, about half after 11
o clock at night. By day his shirt was stuck fast to his back, and they had to take
warm water and grease and wet it so as to get it gradually loose the next morning.
My brother-in-law was beat about the head pretty bad, but not so bad as the other,
though in one place the pistol cut pretty deep in.

Question. Did you know any of the parties ?

Amwer. Yes, sir.

Question. What are their names ?

Answer. Mel. Kennedy, Asa McMulleu, and Frank Knight. I am well acquainted with
those men.

Question. Have any of those men been punished, or any attempt made to punish them ?

Answer. Not that I know of.

Question. Have they been arrested and brought to trial ?

Answer. They had two of those men up here, Asa McMullen and Melvin Kennedy.
Question. Before the court here ?

Ansicer. Yes, sir.

Question. What did they do with them ?

Ansicer. I do not know.
Question. Did you go before the grand jury here?
Ansicer. Yes, sir.

Question. Was nothing done with them in Gwinnett County ?

Answer. Not that I know of.

Question. Do you know of any other Ku-Klux doings besides what you have spoken of?
Answei . Yes, sir

;
I do not know the men, for I was not there. Two men, very

shortly afterward, who called themselves Ku-Klux, went to a brother of mine in the
church, a half a mile from my house, about two hours before day, and took him out.

They prevailed with him some time before they got him out of the house. They said

they would not abuse him in any way. At length they got him out, and they worked
on him pretty severely.

Question. What did they do with him ?

Answer. They beat him with sticks pretty severely. His name is Harry Griffith.

Question. Do you know of any other cases?
Answer. I have a son that lives with the widow Perry, cropping with her for a fourth.

He agreed to stay with Mrs. Perry and take care of her things ;
and every Saturday

night he generally went to his mother s house. He went from there one Saturday
night, and they hopped on to him and gave him a frailiug-out ;

and they frailed out
his mother the same Jiight.

Question. How many of them were there ?

Ansicei . I understood that there were about eight of them there that night.
Question. What did they do with him ?

Answer. They made him pull off his shirt, and then they whipped him, as well as I
recollect. I cannot recollect about other people as well as I can about myself.
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Question. And they whipped his mother ?

Answer. Yes, sir. She is a woman that I had for several years before I was free. At
length she and me got apart, and we are apart yet.

Question. What did they whip your son and his mother for ?

Answer. Well, I cannot tell you more than this : I asked him something about it. Ho
said they asked him about how did he do when he met a white man

;
did he take off

.; his hat and bow to him. I believe he told them that if he was well acquainted with
him he did

;
but if he was a young person like himself, he generally called him by his

,
name. I think that is about the most they whipped him for.

Question. What did they whip his mother for ?

Answer. I could not tell you about that.

Question. You do not know what reason they gave ?

Answer. No, sir. I think I heard, but I have forgotten.
Question. Do you know of any other cases besides those you have named f

Anwer. No, sir.

By Mr. BAYARD :

Question. Were you before the grand jury here?
Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Did you have these parties indicted f

Answer. Well, Mr. Holmes subpoenaed me and brought me up here, and I was sworn
1 to tell these things about those men

;
and that is as far as I ever went with them. 1

: never expected to do anything myself, and I do not think it would have come up at
all but for the burning of the court-house. I should have been willing to take my
part and gone on with that. I expected to do it

;
but after I was called up I had to

tell the truth. I was raised by old Madison R. Mitchell as his waiter-man, and I was
taught to tell nothing but the truth. After it worked like it did, I thought I would
tell the truth.

Question. Did you ever make any complaint against those men in Gwinnett County ?

Answer. No, sir
;
I never made any at all.

Question. I mean did you go to any officer, judge, or sheriff, to see if anything could
be done to protect you ?

Ansiver. No, sir.

Question. You made no application down there at all ?

Ansiver. No, sir. I came up here, if I recollect right, last Monday two weeks ago. I

slipped back home last Saturday night, traveling all night, to see niy family ;
and then

I slipped back again. They say if I ever appear down there again they allow to work
on me pretty heavy; and I will try to get out from there if I can.

Question. Who came up with you to testify against these people ?

Ansiver. My brother-in-law, Jack Allen, my son-in-law, George Mitchell, my son,
Allen Mitchell, and my brother-in-law s son, Henry Allen.

Question. They all went before the grand jury and gave the testimony you have given
! here ?

Ansiver. Yes, sir.

Question. Kennedy and McMullen were arrested ?

Answfl . Yes, sir.

Question. Was Knight arrested ?

Ansiver. Those are the three men I swore to.

Question. Were they arrested and brought, up here?
Answer. Knight has not been brought up here.

Question. Have you been subpoenaed to come here next spring as a witness to testify ?

Answer. Not that I know of.

Question. Did you see Mr. Pope or Mr. Caldwell before you went before the grand
jury?

Answer. No, sir.

Question. None of these parties you have named have made any complaint in Gwin
nett at all ?

Answer. No, sir.

Question. Who is the judge of the superior court in that county ?

Answer. I cannot recollect his name
;
I disremember right now.

Question. Who is solicitor there ?

Answer. Now, sir, since I have got out from being a waiter-man I have always been
a farmer, and have never been in any law busijness.

Question. Are there in the country any stills where they make whisky without
license ?

Answer. I do not think they regard anything about that. I think they just still

right ahead generally.
Question. Are there any people in the country around there who are carrying on un

lawful stills; and do they give that as a reason for whipping you ?

Answer. They are carrying on stills, and I think where stills are carried on unlaw-
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fully you can always find plenty of men around to do mischief. There are a plenty of
them in Ben Smith s district, and in Tanner s district, and in Vinegar Hill district.

Question. Do yon know whether those men suspected you people of having found that
they were running those stills ?

Answer. I should reckon they did. I have talked with men who I know were dis

tilling, but I am a man who don t make use of spirits. Being very well acquainted -in
that settlement, they knew that I was very busy there

;
and I did not think they were

particular about trying to keep it secret from me.
Question. What kind of men were those you identified as the men who abused you

so; are they of the low class that you say are hanging about stills?
Answer. Pretty much.
Question. Of not much character in the community?
Answer. Well, as you put it to me, I do not think they are much.
Question. Are they of the class you have described as being low, worthless men ?

Answer. Well, about the same that I have just put up to you.
Question. You are quite sure you recognized them ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. You recognized them enough to say positively they were the persons?
Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. You made that statement to the grand jury?
Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Did your son and your brother-in-law and those other persons recognise
the same parties?
Answer. All the same parties pretty much ;

I suppose they swore fo some other men
that I did not.

Question. Of how many did the parties consist that came to your house ?

Answer. There were about ten or eleven. I aimed to count them strictly, but one of
them commenced working on me and made rne forget, and I could not count so well,
for they stirred about all around there. I do not know how many were outside there.

By the CHAIRMAN :

Question. You say there was a captain ;
who was the captain ?

Answer. I will myself put up as captain Mel. Kennedy.
Question. Was there anything done about these men distilling ;

did anybody interfere
with them ?

Answer. Nobody interfered that I heard of.

Question. You never heard any talk about that ?

Answer. Well, they took Mr. McMullen up for distilling ;
when the officers came down

there they took him up for distilling.
Question. That was here lately ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. There was nothing of that kind before you were whipped ?

Answer. No, sir
;
not before.

Question. Whose land were you living on ?

Answer. On Mr. Chanibers s place ;
or Mr. Chambers takes charge of the land.

ATLANTA, GEORGIA, Octoler 27, 1871.

SAMPSON REED (colored) sworn and examined.

By the CHAIRMAN :

Question. What is your age, where were you born, and where do you now live ?

Answer. I am between forty-five and forty-six years old
;

I was born in Jackson
County, and I live there yet.

Question. Have you any people there that they call Ku-Klux ?

Answer. Yes, sir
;
there are some who go through there that call themselves by that

name.
Question. Have you ever seen any of them ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Tell us all you know about them.
Answer. I know that a crowd of them, came to my house one night.
Que&tion,. When was that?
Answer. To the best of my recollection, it was on Monday night, the 17th of Julj

T

last.

Question. How many were there ?

Answer. I do not know exactly ;
as well as I could notice I thought there were bo-

tween t\renty-five or thirty in the gaug.


