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Ansivcr. O, yes, sir.

Question. Do you believe that i^ there had been any such letters in existence they
would have been kept secret, and not imblished long ago ?

Answer. I am satisfied they -would not have been. I have the utmost confidence in
that man.

Question. Let me ask another question: Whether men who are concerned in these
outrages are not men, some of them, who claim to be of very high standin""?
Anstvcy. No doubt of it.

Question. Would the men who were concerned in killing him be any too good to
blacken his memory after his death ?

Ansiccr. Certainly not. The colored people have told me the name of the man who
killed Adkins ; they came upon an excursion right out of that country, and stopped at
my house. He is a man of as high standing as there is in Columbia County.

By Mr. Bayard :

Question. You say you were raised by respectable people, and have always lived
among respectable people ?

Answei: I have.
Question. I will ask you whether among respectable peoi)le, white or colored, it would

be considered usual, or even possible, for letters of an insulting character to a lady to
be published at all ; whether they would publish insults of that kind, or whether they
would keep them to themselves, unless they meant to act on them ?

Ansivcr. 1 will answer that question by saying that a few days ago a young lady who
was disgraced, a little belo^v here in oui- town—

—

Question. In what town ?

Anstcer. Decatur, in De Kalb.
Question. A white lady ?

Ansiver. Yes, sir. A young lady was disgraced, sis miles from here, and the whole
transaction was published.

Question. She Avas ravished by whom ?

Ansiver. She was taken advantage of by a minister ; that was published.
Question. That is the way you answer my question ?

Ansiver. Yes, sir.

Atlanta, Georgia, October 23, 18T1.

JAMES SKILES sworn and examined.

By the Chairman :

Question. What is your age, where were you bom, where do you now live, and what
is your present occupation ?

Ansiver. I am tweutj'-eight years old ; I was born in Montgomery County, Ohio, and
I now live in this city ; for the last four years I have been engaged in secret service for
raih'oad companies and express companies ; Avithin the last few weeks I have beeti
assisting the United States marshal in this place.

Question. In what way have you assisted him ?

Answei: As special deputy.
Question. Executing processes, &c. ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Has your business in behalf of railroad companies and express companies,
and as sx)ecial deputy marshal, given you an opportunity to see anything of the State
of society here in Georgia ?

Ansiver. Since I have been in Georgia, for the last eighteen months, I have been con-
fined to this city. Before that time I was working in Georgia, Tennessee, and Alabama,
and traveling most of the time.

Question. State whether in your movements you have discovered indications of aa
organization of people extending through the country, or any part of it, that are pop-
ularly called Ku-Klux.
Answer. Do you mean in this State or in Tennessee ?

Question. Anywhere.
Answer. I have seen people in disguise, both in Tennessee and in this State.
Question. How long since you first ^aw them?
Answei: I saw them some three years ago in Tennessee.
Question. Did you see them in Tennessee before you saw them in Georgia "

Ansiver. Yes, sir.

Question. How long since you have seen them in Georgia ?

Answei: I saw them in a body not more than two weeks or ten days ago. We made
an arrest of i^arties in .Jackson County who were charged with having committed of-
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fensee, and while I had the prisoners nnder arrest parties rode by in disgniso, covered
up 80 that I could hardly tell whether they were men or womenj except that they were
in disguise.

Question. In what numbers were they ?

Answer. I only saw two. I heard several whistles blow, like police whistles, and
parties told me they were Ku-Klux whistles.

Question. Several witnesses have spoken of that whistle ; have you heard it in any
other locality ?

Answer. Yes, sir. I saw seventy-five men in disguise in Dade County, in this State,
and they had whistles and blew them.

^

Question. Did they use the same signal in Tennessee ?

Ansicer. I know that they had a whistle, but I do not know whether they had the
same signal on it. '

Question. The whistle you heard in Dade County was similar to that you heard in
Jackson County ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. How far is Dade County from Jackson ?

Ansiver. Dade County is the last county in the State, in the comer between Alabama
and Tennessee.

'

,

Question. The northwestern county ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. How nmch have you been iu Dade County ?

Answer. I was there about thirty days, I suppose.
Question. You spoke of seeing these people there ; state anything you may know, or

of which you are credibly informed, in regard to their acts and operations.
Answer. The night I saw them they took a telegraph operator out of the office, who

was working for the Chattanooga and Alabama Kailroad, and whipped him. I do not
know how many lashes they gave him, but they cut the wires and broke up his.
instruments.

Question. What was the reason they gave for that?
Answer. I was sitting in a car near by while they were whipping him on the plat-

form. As they stopped I heard them say that they " supposed ho would stop shooting
his mouth off."

Question. What did they do beside that?
Anstver. That niglit they took possession of the train and held it for two hours, and

went to Eureka and took out two colored men and their wives and whipped them. I
could hear them screaming from where the train was. They then made the train back
tljcra up to the lino of Tennessee and put them off.

Question. What railroad was that on ?

Answer. The Alabama and Chattanooga.
Question. How long did they hold the train !

Sinswer. About two hours.
Question. How many of them were there ?

Answer. They said they were seventy-five. I asked one of them how many thero
were in the party, and he said seventy-live.

Question. Were thero passengers on the train ?

Ansicer. Yes, sir.

Question. How were they ti'eated ?

Anstcer. They were very much frightened, the ladies and children especially ; but they
did not interfere with the passengers. About ten of them with their pistols in their
lianils walked throngh the coaches. The others rode in the smoking car, but tea or
twelve rode back in the ladies' car.

Question. What means did tbcy use to control the movements of the train ?

Answer. They took charge of the conductor and engineer, and told the conductor if
ho did not do as they told him to do thej' would put an end to him.

Question. What was the object of this movement, so far as you understood?
Ansicer. I could not tell you.
Question. Did they attempt to plunder any one?
Answer. So far as I understood afterwards, they were looking for somebody on the

train.
Question. Did you understand what the operator had done to give umbrage ?

Answer. I understood from the conductor that at one time, when they had committed
an outrage there, the operator had said they never could whip him, that ho would die
before the damned Ku-lvlux should whip him. V

Question. Did tliey whip him with much severity ?
Ansica: I think they must have given him thirty or forty lashes; three different ones

whijjped him. They^ made him stand on the platform and take off his coat and fold
liis arms.

Question. Do you know of any other oporations of theirs in that region ?
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Anewer. Nothing, of my personal knowledge ; I have heard of other outrages com-
mitted there.

Question. Of "what character ?

Answer. Of a similar character.
Question. Have you heard of anybody being arrested or prosecuted, or proceeded

against for these acts ?

Answci: There has been none in that county that I know of.

Question. In what other counties have you been ?

Answer: My business has been in Walton, Gwinnett, and Jackson Counties.
Question. When were you in Gwinnett County ?

Anstver. On the 13th of September.
Question. After the court-house there was burue4 ?

Ansivci: Yes, sir
;
just after that.

Question. Did you make any efforts to bring to justice the offenders in that case ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; I arrested four parties against whom I had positive evidence of
their being in disguise and burning the court-house. I could not get any justice of
the peace to issue warrants against them.

Question. Why?
Ansicer. They said they had been threatened that if they ever issued processes against

any of the party they would be burned out.
Question. What do you understand has been their line of operations in Gwinilbtt

County ?

Ansive)'. Their line of operations has been to try and suppress any prosecution brought
against any of the Klan, and to control the vote of the county, so far as my information
extends. I presented a couple of letters to some one here from that county that were
sent to me.

Question, You presented them to me, and I gave them to Captain Ricks, our clerk.
You refer to these letters, [indicating two letters.]

^ Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. These are the letters?
Answa'. Yes, sir; these are the two letters, and they were handed to uie by the two

gentlemen to whom they are addressed.
[The letters are as follows

:

" In the Pit W. C. G.,
" August 18th, 1871.

" EiCHAKD C Cole
Sir You are respectfully refered to Messers D P Williams and N B Bates for informa-

tion in respect to our klan You are represented as an informer an good and peaceful
citisens in the interest of a Radical Solicittor General under Radical appointment If
one syllable escapes you tending towards the conviction of any of the Parties against
•whom your name stands as a States Witness you will go to the uther side of Jordan
in truth you are hereby notified to be gone and that quick

" By command of the Head Sovereighn.
" PALO STEOUSIvE Isf AfisV'

"Head Quarters 4th Dxst. 8th + 1871
" August I8th

"DP Williams
" Sire You are hearby notified that your your name has been underscored by order

a full meeting of the Brethren as a busybody in this private affairs of other men
in this that you, (principally) together with N B B & R, M, C (casually) have lent your
your tongues to a Radical Sal Genl for pecuniary gain or otherwise and you are here
by directed to exhibit this document to the jjarties above naued and further You and
each of you herein named are directed fully and freely by this notice to abstain from
giving any Testimony that will go in the least towards the discomfort inconvenience
or personal injury of any one person or persons now under Indictment in the Supr
Court of Gwinnett Co Ga D P W is hereby instructed to absent himself from Gwinnett
Co, by the morning 27th Aug and not again be formed within the limits of the same
UnteU the 18th day of September next to come Herein fail not Sir uuder penalty oi
severe consequences to you self—We mean business nothing else and nothiug short oi

your due and propper obediance to the dii'ections sit forth above will serve to shield you
from what you richly deserve.

" Postively and unequivocally
"Head Center, of the Highest 3rd Degree of the Premier Grand Cy Clops"]

Question. Do you know anything about the persons referred to here?
Anstcer. Mr. Williams and Mr. Cole I know well.
Question. Do you know Mr. Bates?
Answer. I have seen him, but I do not know him personally.
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Question. Is tlie name signed to one of the letters, " Palo Strouske," understood to "be

a fictitious name ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; that is the title of the head-centre of one of their dens.
Question. These letters are both mailed at Monroe, Georgia ?

Ansiver. Yes, sir.

Q7iestion. Where is Monroe "?

Ansiver. It is the county-seat of the county adjoining Gwinnett.
Question. Have you ever seen anything pm'porting to be a manual of this organization ?

Ansiver. I never have.
Question. You have spoken of being in Jackson County ?

Aiisiver. Yes, sir.

Question. What state of affairs have you found there ?

Ansiver. Very bad.
Question. Did you find this organization there ?

Answer. Yes, sir; that is where I saw those two ride by.
Question. Did you make any arrests in that county?
Ansiver. I arrested thirteen.
Question. In connection with what case?
Answer. The case of a man by the name of HoUiday.
Question. How did you succeed in making those arrests?
Mnswer. At night, with a squad of soldiers.

Question. Do you think you could have gone there and made arrests without the aid
of soldiers ?

Answer. I do not.
Question. Why not ?

Anstccr. I was comiielled to release four men in Gwinnett County.
Question. Why?
A7iswer. I was notified by citizens that if I attempted to take them any further than

Lawrenceville I should be mobbed. ^
Question. What gentleman notified yon?
Answer. A gentleman by the name of Simmons, if I mistake not, who is now a mem-

ber of the legislature.
Question. Did he make the statement to you in the way of a threat?
Ansiver. Ho spoke of it in a threatening manner; he was speaking rather to tho

sheriff. I got the sheriff to put the men I had arrested in jail. I walked up to tho
sheriff and told him that if I could not get a trial for tho men there, I would bring
them to Atlanta; that the justice of the peace had refused to issue a warrant. This
man Sinmions turned and said that if I should dare to remove those men I would be
mobbed; that I could not get out of tho city with them; that there were plenty of
citizens there who would prevent my doing so. Persons told me after they were
arrested in Jackson County that if I had not had those damned Yankees with me I

never would have taken them out of Jackson County.
Question. Why?
Answer. I snjjposc that they meant that they would resist me.
Question. So far as you have been operating in the State, do you believe it would be

possible for tho ordinary officers of the law to serve processes and make an-ests of any
of the members of this secret Klan ?

Answer. It could not bo done safely.
Question. Would there be a difference between arresting such persons and arresting

persons for ordinary crimes?
Answer. Do you mean arresting the same parties?
Question. Yes.
Answer. I do not think it would be safe to undertake to arrest the same parties on

any charge.
Question. Do you think they arc bound together to protect each other in any crime

they might commit .'

Answer. I do.
Question. Even if it should have no connection with the organization?
Answer. Yes, sir, that is my impression, so far as I have been able to learn anything

about them. I have had processes against them in all cases, both civil and criminal,
under the laws of the United States, and under the State laws also.

Question. What has boon the character of those processes?
Ansiver. Some for illicit distilling, and I had one case of a party receiving goods

stolen from a rnilioad depot. I was threatened, and I turned the parties over to Cap- •

tain Cook, at Chattanooga, for protection.
Question. Wheie was tliat proi)erty stolen?
Answer. In Hamilton County, Tennessee, five miles southwest of Chattanooga.
Question. From your best observation, what portion of tho pojuilation of the several

counties whore you have been do you judge either belong to this organization, or aro
iu full accord and sympathy with it?
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Answer. From what I can gather, I think that in the counties where I have been
"working at least two-thirds of the able-bodied men belong to this organization.

Question. How about those who do not belong to it; do any considerable portion
give them countenance?
Answer. Most all of them speak in favor of them.' I have found but very few men

who spoke against them ; very few, indeed.
Question, llow do you find that this organization is regarded in those communities

;

what do they seem to consider its purpose to be ?

Ansicer. So far as I am altle to find out, the purjiose is to control votes and to suji-

I)ress any iirosecution which may be brought against any of their party.
Question. It is a political purpose ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question To which party do you think the organization belongs ?

Answer. So far as I have been able to find out, the conservative party has entire con-
trol of the organization.

Question. Which do you call the conservative party ?

Ansicer. Well, the democratic party; they call it here the conservative party, I
believe.

Question. I understood you to say that you were born in Ohio ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

<j)Mes«io)(. How long have you been in the Southern States? '

Answer. Since 1857. I came with my father when I was quite a lad. He brought
some of the first machinery here for railroad purposes. I was serving my ti'ade as an
apprentice with my father. I am a machinist by trade.

Question. You were raised pretty much in the South?
Ansicer. Yes, sir

;
pretty much in Tennessee and Georgia ; a little while in Kentucky.

Question. You are not what is called a carpet-bagger ?

Answer. No, sir.

Question. So far as you have been able to observe, is this organization known as the
Ku-Klux breaking up and scattering, or is it growing stronger ?

Answer. To my own personal knowledge they have grown stronger forthe last eighteen
months ; I have seen and heard more of them during that time than ever before.

Question. What do you think their eftect has been uiJon the courts ?

Answer. In these out counties they control pretty much everything about the State
courts.

Question. How about the Federal court ?

Answer. I could not speak only so far as regards the juries. I think the juries are
controlled, to a considcra-ble extent, by them. I have reason to believe it.

Question. What are those reasons ?

Answer. One reason is that I have furnished positive testimony before a grand jury,
and they have never found bills upon it.

Question. Do you know whether any of the men who compose the Federal grand jtiry

either belong to the order or are related to men who do belong to it??

Answer. I have understood that one of the late grand jury here belonged to the
order.

Question. You speak of their having control of the courts ; in what way ?

Answer. Through the juries and officers.

Question. Have you ever known of their exercising intimidation upon a grand jury
or a traverse jury ? ,

Answer. Not j)ersonally ; I have heard of it, though.
Question. Has anybody ever admitted to you that he belonged to this order ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Who was it ?

Answer. One of the persons I arrested in Jackson County.
Question. What was his name ?

Answer. Joseph Jones.
Question. What did he tell you about it ?

Answer. After I had arrested him and we had got some three hundred yards from his
house, he was very much fiightened on seeing the soldiers. After getting over the
excitement a little, he said he was innocent of the charge Mr. HoUiday made against
him ;

" but," said he, " I do belong to a disguised band, but the other boys "—and he
named some of them—" were guilty of the assault on Mr. HoUiday." He went no fur-

ther with it that night. By that time we came up with the balance of the prisoners,
and after he got with tlie other prisoners he refused to tell anything more. My opinion
was that they posted him not to state anything.

Question. How many instances have come under your observation and within your
knowledge, in the course of your operations, of men who have been abused in their
persons by parties of this organization ?

Ansiver. They are too numerous for me to state ; I could not state them.
Question, Have you ever known of a single instance of a man being brought to trial

and punished for acts of this sort ?
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Ansiver, I never have.
Question. You bave said sometliing about the political cbai'acter of this organization.

To what political party do the victims of this organization generally belong ?

Ansiver. They generally belong to the radical party, as they call it here.

Question. Where any democrats have been molested, have they been men who have
tried to protect negroes, and to bring these men to punishment and justice ?

Answer. Yes, six- ; where democrats have been acted upon by them that has generally
been the case ; or, as in the case of Mr. Williams, who had freedmen in his employ, and
was compelled to discharge them and employ white men. They have tried to control
their votes, and if they could not control them they generally brought about a dis-

tui-bance. I generally find it in that w ay.

Question. What reason do they assign for any of these acts of theirs ?

Ansiver. I never heard any of them assign any reasons. All I know is in the depre-
dations they have committed. They have generally brought up the accusation of th*
party being a damned Yankee, or a damned radical, or something of that kind.

^«es/iO«.° Have they killed any persons, to your knowledge ?

Answe): Yes, sir; they killed a detective working with me.
Question. What was his name ?

Answer. Barmore.
Question. Where was he killed ?

Answer. In Teimessee, out near Columbia, about Dnok River.

Question. At what time ? "
Answer. I think it was in 1839.

Question. Do you know what the democrat i>u]>cr> said about the killing of Bat-
more?
Answer. I remember part of it.

Question. What was it ?

Ansiver. It was that they thought he had run away and had never been killed at all.

Question. That he had conuuitted some crime and had run away ?

Answer. Yes, sir; that he had committed a crime and had run away.
Question. Was his body ever found ?

Ansivo: Yes, sir; his body was found and sent home; I recognized it myself after

it was brought to Nashville.
Question. You did not see it as soon as it was taken out of the river?
Answer. I saw it the second day after.

Question. What did the ])apers say after his body had been found?
Ansiver. They had some little paragraph that he was killed.

Question. Who was Barmore ?

.Answer. He was employed for some time as special agent for the Treasury Depart-
ment. He had been suspended or discharged, and was w orking for the State of Ten-
nessee at the time he was killed. He and I were working on the same case ; on a
Xu-Klux case.

Question. At the time the State legislature of Tennessee w-as making an effort to

expose the organization ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; about that time.
Question. There was a joint committee of the two houses taking evidence I

Answer. Yes, sir. At the time ho w as killed he was going to prosecute one who was
BHpposed to belong to that party for some crime in Giles County.

Question. Under'what circumstance was he killed f ^

Answer. The conductor of the train told me that he was lying asleep on the train,

and these parties came in and took him fioni the train and carried him into the woods,
and that Avas the last seen of liim alive.

Question. Where was this order supposed generally to have originated ; in what part

of the country f , ^ . ^ -, , ^ .^
Ansiver. 1 have been told two different stories about it. I was first informed that it

originated in North Carolina; after that I was told that it originated in Florida.

Question. How does their conduct in point of violence and lawlessness now compare
with what it did in the beginning?

Answer. It is getting more severe daily, and they are committing more acts of vio-

lence.
Question. Do you think there is any law that is enforced, or, in tbo present state of

things, can be enforced, in this country to prevent these acts and protect the victims

of this organization?
Ansiver. I do not think one of them could bo tried and punished in this State, or m

any other of tlic States that they exiht in ; that is, in any State where 1 have been.

Question. Do you suppose if the governor of this State, the chief justice, or any of

•fcho prosecuting otiicers, should l>a set upon by them and either whipped or killed, it

would be j)OHsible to bring the olieuders to justice ?

Answer. 1 do not think it would.
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By Mr. Bayaro :

Question. You have becu employed for some time in following these people up t

Ansioci: I have been eniploj-ed in the secret service for some time.
Question. For what dcpiirtment ?

Aiisiutr. For railroads and express companies.
Question. How were you emploj-ed in Tennessee ?

Ansiccr. I was employed by the governor of the State there.
Question. As a special detective?
Anstver. Yes, sir ; on that special case.
Question. What time in 1869 was that?
Answer. I think it was the first part of 1S39 ; I cannot recollect the precise dat«.
Question. About two years and six mouths ago?
Anstcer. Yes, sir.

Question. How many troops did you take to Jackson County ?

Ansuer. Eleven soldiers.
Question. How many accompanied you when you made your arrests ?

Ansuer. 1 had six men in each party.
Question. Did you meet with any actual resistance while making those arrests?
Answer. Kone at all ; I did not give them any chance to resist.
Question. I asked you what was the fact?
Answer. I wanted to explain that I did not give them any chance at all to resist me,

for I surrounded the house with soldiers the first thing I did, and they showed na
resistance at all.

Question. There was no resistance offered in any of the counties or in any of the
neighborhoods ?

Ansiver. No, sir, except this perhaps; they rode around us in the morning and blew
whistles ?

Question. How many prisoners had yon ?

Avswer. I arrested thirteen, but at that time I had only eleven ?

Question. No attack was made on you as you came through the county.
Anstver. No, sir.

Question. You spoke of arresting a man in Gwinnett County ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. What warrant had yon for that arrest ?

Ansicer. I had no warrants ; I could get no warrant.
Question. Did you arrest them without any warrant T

Answer. Yes, sir; on suspicion.
Question. At whose request did you go down there ?

Answer. At the request of the sherili of the county.
Question. What county?
Answer. Gwinnett.
Question. He sent for you to come down there and assist him in hunting up the per-

petrators of the burning of the court-houae ?

Ansuer. Yes, sir.

Question. You had no warrants, but arrested those men without warrants ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Did you make a forcible arrest ?

Answer. I told the men I did not have any warrants, and what they were charged
with, and they came right along.

Question, You had no warrant ?

Anstver. No, sir ; but there was quite a crowd of citizens with me at the time I did it,

including the sheriff himself.
Question. The statement of that lawyer, or some one there, was that you could ^ot

take those men out of the county ?

Answer. It was that I could not take them out of the city. In making these arrests,
I found those men running an illicit distillery. I was deputy United States marshal,
and I arrested them for that.

Question. Had you a warrant for that ?

Anstver. I had blank warrants, which we take with us for such cases.
Question. They were warrants for commit^ng any offense?
Anstver. For illicit distilling.
Question. You carry these blank warrants against distillers.
Anstver. Yes, sir. llexiorts are made here against distillers, and the fierson makiog

the report will often say he does not know who is the person engaged in distilling.
Question. And you have a warrant in blank.
Anstver. The warrant is all tilled up except the name.
Question. And when you get out there yon can put in any man's name yon please?
A7tstver. The name of any man I find violating the law.
Question. How long has that been customary ¥

Answer. I have done it only in a few cases.
I



750 CONDITION OF AFFAIRS I¥ THE SOUTHERN STATES.

Question. How many warrants had yon on that occasion ?

Answer. Only one. There was only one still reported, and I filled up the warrant
with the names of those I found distilling there.

Question. Those were the four men you wished to remove to Atlanta ?

Ansxcer. Yes, sii".

Question. And this man told you that you could not take them beyond the limits of
the county ?

Ansicer. He said that I could not take them out of the city where we were.
Question. What city was that ?

Ansicer. Lawrenceville.
Question. Did he tell you about taking out a writ ?

Answer. No, sii-. I said I was a deputy United States marshal, and I showed them
Tvhat I wanted. The sheriff of the county asked for them to have a committing trial
upon the charge of burning the court-houso before I brought them away. He went to
two different justices of the peace to get them to issue warrants against the parties on
that charge, and they refused to do it.

Question. Was there an affidavit prepared to show
Answer. The sheriff had his witnesses there who were willing to make the proper

affidavits uiion which to have the warrants issued.
Question. And the justices of the peace would not issue the warrants ?

Answer. They would not.
Question. When did you come into Georgia ?

Anstocr. I have been here back and forth ever since the war, and, in fact, during
the war.

Question. How long have you been living in Atlanta?
A7iswcr. I call Atlanta my home now, and have for some time.
Question. How long ?

Ansiier. For eighteen months.
Question. You spoke of a case in Dade County ; how long were you there ?

Answer. About thirty days; I was through Dade County several times.
Question. When you were asked if you ever know of any arrests and punishments in

Dade County, your experience was conlined to those thirty days ?

Ansicer. Yes, sir.

Question. What was the name of that operator there who was whipped ?

Answer. It was Cunningham, or Cummings, I will not be ijositivo which.
Question. You hail no knowledge of any offense that he had committed, except that he

had said they could not whip him ?

Ansicer. I suppose so. They used the expression that "ho had been shooting bis
mouth off.

"

Question. How long have you been deputy United States marshal ?

Answer. Since the 1st of September, ld71.
Question. How long were you in Jackson County ?

A nswer. Three days.
Question. Were you ever there before?
Answer. I never was.
Question. Have you been there since ?

Answer. I have not.
Question. And your whole knowledge of Jackson County you derived during the three

days you was there ?

Ansicer. Yes, sir.

Question. Did you have to handcuff those men you brought up here ?

Answer. Four of them I did.
Question. Do you know the number of arrests or the number of presentments by grand

juries made in Dade County against these offenses ?

Answer. If there have been any I do not know it.

Question. Do you know whether there have been any or not ?

Answer. I do not think there have been any.
Question. Do you know whether there have been any ?

Answer. 1 do not.
Question. Have you any knowledge on this subject?
Ansicer. I have acqutuutances there wha would have told me about it. I saw a party

from there yesterday.
Question. Did you inquire upon that subject ?

Answer. Wo were talking about the subject. Wo were talking about parties arrested
in Hamilton County on the same charge.

Question. Is that an adjoining county ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Were those parties arrested in Hamilton County from Dade County ?

Anmcer. I could not say.
Question. Are you still in the detective service of railroad companies?
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Anstver. Yes, sir.

Question. The sheriff of Gwinnett County summoned you clown there to aid him in
looking up these fellows ?

Ansicer. Yes, sir. I will state one thing which I did not state before. In following np
these feEows I found a disguise or a cover for a man, and some coverings for horses.
Three horses were in a lot there all jaded out and tired. We tracked the horses right
along, and they led to the i^lace where they were distilling.

Question. Let me ask you whether these klans are in any way connected with the
protection of illicit distillers ?

Answer. I think they are ; I do not know positively, hut that is my impression.
Question. Are there a great many of these illicit distilleries in this State ?

Answer. A great many.
Question. You have spoken of a member of the grand jury who you said was a mem-

ber of this organization ?

Answer. I did n"ot say that he was a member of it ; I said I was informed so.

Question. What was his name 'i

Answer. I cannot tell you his name. He was from White County.
Question. Have you any personal knowledge upon the subject at all ?

Answer. Only from information from another party who ought to know.
Question. You believe that he is a member of that organization?
Ansu-er. I would believe what the other man told me, and he said that this pai'ty was

a member of the Ku-Klux organization.
Question. Excepting the young man in Jackson County who told you that he belonged

to the organization, and the person from White County that you believe belongs to it,

have you any personal knowledge o± it ?

Ansice)'. No, sir.

Question. Have you any knowledge of the members of this Klan ?

Ansicer. I can tell of members reported to me by parties who have been outraged.
Question. It is from those parties that you gain your knowledge ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Are you aware that this committee have had before them a very large num-
ber of persons who have been outraged ?

Ansicer. I have seen some of them here ; they have talked with me about it.

Question. When you say that, in yoirr opinion, two-thi?;'ds of the people of the
county belong to such an organization, have you any personal knowledge of that fact?
Answer. Only what I speak of.

Question. That is your opinion?
Ansiver. Yes, sir ; and my reason for thinking so is the reports made to me by

parties who have been outraged.
Question. How many do they ever tell came at one time ?

Ansica\ They say that from ten to fifty, and sometimes more, come at a time.
Question. Did you consider what the population of those counties was?
Ansive)'. I have been told that they have three dens in each county, and if they havo

that many in each den, it must take that many to make up all the dens in the county.
One man told me that ho was asked to join them, and that he got far enough along
with them to know that they had three dens in each county, and there were from.
seventy-five to a hundred m each den.

Question. In what county was that ?

Answer. In Gwinnett County.
Question. It is upon those facts that you base your statement ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Are there any rewards offered for those peoi^le ?

Answe)'. I believe so.

Question. Are you to get any portion of those rewards ?

Ansive)'. I do not know whether I will or not. I have made several arrests, but so
far I have not got any reward.

Question. What is the amount of the rewards offered ?

Answer. I think it is $5,000 for the first person arrested, and $1,000 for each addi-
tional person, in this State, and $250 for each person arrested in Tennessee. I think it

was that in Tennessee ; I do not know what it is now.
Question. Upon what is that reward to be paid—upon arrest simply, or upon arrest

and conviction ?

Answer: Upon arrest and conviction.
Question. And.you would consider yourself entitled to that reward if you succeeded

in arresting and procuring the conviction of these men ? "
i

Answer. Yes, sir ; but I think I would stand a very poor chance to get them con-
victed in the present state of affairs.

Question. Who offers those rewards ?

Ansiver. Governor Bullock, the governor of the State.



752 CONDITION OF AFFAIRS IN THE SOUTHERN STATES.

By tbo Chaikman :

Question. Who offered the rewards in Tennessee ?

Answer. I believe Governor Senter.
Question. Have you any idea of tbe aggregate amount of the rewards offered by

Governor Seuter ?

Answer. I have not.
Question. You have never heard hiui say anytbiug about it ?

Answer. I never have.
Question. You bave spoken of going into Gwinnett County. You were deputy mar-

shal at that time, I understand you to say ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. You found tbere some parties engaged in fllicit distilling, and you arrested,
t !iem ?

Ansicer. Yes, sir.

Question. Did you consider it necessary to have any warrant to arrest them under
those circumstances i

Ansicer. I did not.
Question. Tbo law authorizes you to make arrests under these circumstances without

a warrant ?

Answer. So I construe it.

By Mr. Bayard :

Question. What law ?

Answer. I bave been a civil officer and a detective officer ; and I understand the law
to be, that where a crime has been committed to the knowledge of such au officer, h«
would bave the right to make the arrests.

By the Chairman :

Question. Tlie right to arrest tbe person committing the crime, and to 'bring hina
where be could have bis case examined ? i x-.j,

Anstver. Yes, sir ; where be could bo examined, or where I could procure a 'warrant
for him. ••. "-^-^

Question. As to other offenses in tbe county of Gwinnett, you were in the immediato
presence of tbe sheriff of the county, and acting under bis order ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

By Mr. Bayard :

Question. You were not tbere when tbe court-bouse was burned !

Answer. No, sir.

Question. That offense was not committed in yonr view ?

Answer. No, sir ; I was speaking of illicit distilling.

By the Ch^virmax :

Question. Did the people in Lawrenceville know those men T
Ansuer. Yes, sir ; they knew two of them.
Question. And, with that knowledge, and knowing your cbaKicter, and your authority,

they told you that you could not bring those men out of that place ? < -

Answer. Yes, sir ; they told mo I could not bring them out. I showed my warrant to
the attorney.

Question. In yonr first examination I understood you to say that you came to this
State as early as 1857 f

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. And you bave been here off and on ever since ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; I bave considered myself a citizen of the State from that time on.

Atlanta, Georgia, October 30, 1871.

B. H. HILL sworn and examined.
The Chairman. This witness having been summoned at your instance, Mr. Bayard^

you will please begin bis examination.

By Mr. Bayard :

Question. Please state your age, your nativity, and your occupation.
Answer. I am forty-eiglit years old; I am a native of Georgia, and live in Athena,

Georgia; my occupation is that of a lawyer and a planter.
Question. You have, in times gone by, I believe, represented the State of Georgia in

the Congress of tbe United States t


