
CHAPTER VIII

GWINNETT COUNTY

By FRANCIS P. KING, AssistANT GEoloGIST

The knowledge of the existence of gold in this county has been

apparent, for some time; yet, in the past year, more interest has

been centered here, owing to the application of the Piedmont

- property owners to its development. Prior to the late war between

the States, work was confined to the two adjoining properties, the

Simmons and the Shelly, and to the Harris, where the work was

carried on lustily and successfully by the employment of slaves.

It is only in the past few years, that outside prospectors have turned

their attention to this county, and their efforts seem, thus far, to

have been haphazard and spasmodic, rather than well directed and

continuous. The auriferous belt, as now known in this county,

lies along the line of the Southern Railway, between the towns of

Suwanee and Buford, the major portion lying west of the railroad.

A description of properties in this county follows.

THE PIEDMONT PROPERTY

The Piedmont Mine is located on lot joy, 7th district, and lies

about two miles northeast of Buford. It is controlled by a stock
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company, known as the Buford Gold Mining Co., and the work is

carried on, under the personal supervision of Mr. F. J. Rothpletz,

a mining engineer.

This is the only property, now being operated in Gwinnett county.

The plant, although small, is well-equipped for the present de

velopment of the property, and consists of —

A mill-house, with all attachments ------------------ 25x30 ft.

An engine-house, with engine ---------------------- I 3x 18 ft.

A stable and carriage-house ------------------------ 16x24 ft.

A concentrator roof attached to mill ---------------- I 2x 16 ft.

A blacksmith-shop, with blacksmith and carpenter tools, 14x16 ft.

A small dwelling-house---------------------------- 16x20 ft.

The old work on this property is on the same vein, that is now

being worked, and consists of one main tunnel, cutting the vein,

185 feet (still in splendid condition for examination); one cross

tunnel, Ioo feet; one culvert I 50 feet, and seven shafts. The

working shaft is well timbered, lined and partitioned. At the time

of the writer's examination of the property, during the summer of

1895, they were clearing out the stopes, and had reached a depth

of sixty feet. Their purpose, at this time, according to contract,

was to extend the shaft to an eighty-foot level, before they began

to mill and concentrate the ore.

The Piedmont vein is plainly what is known among mining men,

as a true fissure-vein, cutting the laminated country-rock, at a wide

angle. It strikes about due east, the strike of the country-rock

being about N. 50° E. The ore-body will average, from eighteen

inches to two feet in width, and consists of compact milk-white

quartz, containing varying proportions of pyrite, galena and free

gold, the latter frequently apparent to the unaided eye. Immedi

ately adjoining the vein proper, or in its “binding,” are small quartz
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stringers, which will undoubtedly pay to work, with the main ore

body. This ore-body has been traced, already, several hundred

yards, by test-pits; and surface indications may be found along its

lead, for some distance.

Assays of the ore, made for the company, from both picked and

average samples, have been, thus far, most captivating. Crawford

mill-tests have been made, showing a mill-saving of over seventy

per cent. of its assay value. The lowest assay made was $5 per

ton, while other assays have reached $3.1 per ton. These tests have

invariably shown a tendency toward increase in value, with depth.

An assay, made in the laboratory of the Survey, from the sample

selected by the writer, did not yield such high results, a value of

only $1.00 per ton being obtained.

THE SHELLY PROPERTY

The Shelly property lies about four miles west of Buford, and

consists of /o/ 290, 7//, district.

Several veins have been cut on this lot, and long lines of open

cuts, now more or less fallen in, may be found along the leads on

this property. The ore-bodies were worked, years ago, by slaves :

and the reports of the profits have become so warped, by passing

from mouth to ear, that we can only consider them legendary.

Nevertheless, the assays of the ore, made by different people, from

material taken from various points along these veins, seldom fall

below S6.00 per ton; and picked ore runs exceedingly high. Ore

for assay was taken by me from the largest vein, and the result of

the assay, in the Survey laboratory, is as follows: —
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Ore sample taken from the large vein on

the Shelly property ---------- I. 175 oz. ($23.50) per ton

The veins strike almost due east and west, and have an average

dip of 65° to the south. They are made up of a compact quartz

body, containing a large percentage of sulphides, which, in the

surface material, has become partially, and often completely, oxid

ized. The greatest thickness of the vein exposed was four feet;

the average width, about two.

There seems to be little doubt, but that this property can be

operated most advantageously. A large amount of ore is already

in sight, and the character of the veins would warrant the supposi

tion, that the supply is fairly inexhaustible. During slavery times,

these ore-bodies were worked with arrastres, a rude apparatus, used

in Mexico and certain places in this country, for grinding ore.

Since the war, scarcely any work has been done, on any of the veins.

For the past year, Captain James Thompson' of Buford has

been interested in the property; and, through his efforts, we may

look to its early development.

THE SIMMONS PROPERTY

The Simmons property, formerly known as “The Percy Gold

Mine,” is now owned by Mr. Roby Robinson of Atlanta. It joins

the Shelly, on the east, and consists of lot 290, 7th district.

The Simmons property was operated, during the same period as

'Since this report was submitted by Mr. King to the State Geologist, the latter has been informed

by Mr. F. J. Rothpletz, that Capt. Thompson has become the owner of this property, and that work

would begin soon, on the erection of a 20-stamp mill, with concentrators and a chlorination plant.

Oct., 1896.
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the Shelly. Unlike the Shelly, surface quartz fragments are not

numerous. One vein, nevertheless, has heen exposed and operated.

The ore is similar to that of the Shelly. The vein has the same

strike and dip, as those of the Shelly.

Such work, as has been done here, time has almost obliterated ;

yet old piles of ore are still in evidence. From these it is judged,

that the value of the ore is unusually high, and that what is said,

in regard to the Shelly vein values, may be repeated here, except

as to the amount of ore in sight. The ore, taken for assay, in the

laboratory of this Survey, was obtained from a large dump near the

main pit; and it may be taken as an average of the same.

Sample of dump ore on the Simmons property -- . . $ 16.44 per ton

* THE MOORE AND BROGDEN PROPERTY

Loſs 309, ; , o, ; 18 and ; 19, 7th district, have been prospected

to some extent, in the past year. A few interesting veins have

been exposed, by small test-pits. These were panned carefully,

with most favorable results. The development, however, of any

other vein, at the time of the survey, was too slight, to assist in

drawing satisfactory conclusions.
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THE WILL BROGDEN PROPERTY

On lot 258, 7th district, a little over two miles southwest of Bu

ford, is a large exposure of quartz, which has attracted some atten

tion, on account of its unusual size. The outcropping is about 20

feet in diameter, and large bowlders of the same are strewn over

the neighboring surface. As is usual, with such large outcrop

pings, the quartz is practically barren of gold. Its occurrence,

nevertheless, induced prospecting, and several trenches have been

dug along probable lines of strike, but without resulting in any

thing further than the attendant expense.

THE ROBERTS PROPERTY

In the southwest corner of lot 253, 7th district, occurs a large

outcropping of a quartz vein, rich in iron sulphide, more or less

oxidized and disintegrated. The vein, at the exposure, swells out,

to a width of ten feet. It has been thoroughly tested by pros

pectors and pronounced worthless. No attempt seems to have

been made toward tapping the vein at other points. Nevertheless

its appearance is such, as to warrant such prospecting, as a fair test

demands.

The property belongs to Mr. and Mrs. A. R. Roberts, who live

close by, about a mile and a half northeast of Suwance.

The adjoining loſs, 25/ and 255, were prospected by Mr. N. P.

Pratt, of Atlanta, during the spring and summer of 1895, for iron.
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THE HARRIS PROPERTY

The Harris property lies about one mile northeast from Suwanee,

on lot 275, 7th district. This property is interesting, from the fact

of the occurrence, here, of two veins cutting the schist, at an angle

of about 25°, and dipping toward each other. The ore is of the

same character, as at the Shelly and the Simmons properties, that

is, rich in limonite and partly altered pyrite. The presence of sid

erite (iron carbonate) is also noted, here.

The veins lie about one hundred yards apart, and strike N.

75° E., dipping, the one at the north, about 65° to the southeast,

and the southern vein, about 55° to the northwest. These, as has

been stated, are not conformable to the schist; but they cut it, at a

well defined angle. Their true fissure character is likewise well

shown, by the crumbling of the schist wall. Very little has been

done, in the way of development. On the northern vein, a single

shaft about twenty-five feet deep, occurs. A cut, with numerous

pits, is to be found on the southern vein. The southern vein was

worked, many years ago, with slave labor, using an arrastre, for

milling the ore. The result of this labor is not known; it can be

judged only by the amount of work, which has been done, here.

Ore for assay was taken from the southern vein; but the Survey

Chemist reports only a trace of gold present.

This property is controlled by J. F. Baxter, Esq. of Suwanee, Ga.


